
 

DATED THIS EIGHTH DAY OF DECEMBER 2022  
MEMBERS OF HALE PARISH COUNCIL ARE HEREBY SUMMONED  

TO ATTEND THE EXTRA - ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
HALE PARISH COUNCIL TO BE HELD AT 7.30pm  
ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY OF DECEMBER 2022  

IN HALE VILLAGE HALL, HIGH STREET, HALE L24 4AE   
TO TRANSACT BUSINESS AS SHOWN IN THE AGENDA. 

This meeting is to be held, adhering to the legislation of the Coronavirus Act 2020 

 

Mr. Brian Hargreaves                                                                                                           
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 

Note to Councillors: 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please notify the Clerk of your apologies. 

Please email: clerk@haleparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 07803611222 

 

Note to Public 

Members of the public wishing to address the Council should note that they must advise the 
Clerk before 10am on the day of the meeting both of their wish to participate in the public 
forum and their topic. If residents fail to inform the clerk prior to the meeting, permission 
to speak at the meeting will be at the discretion of the Chairman. All participants are 
restricted to a maximum of three minutes. If the public wish to ask the Council questions, 
please note that the Council may not be able to answer the question if the Council has not 
considered or resolved the question on an agenda item at a prior meeting. Should this be the 
case, the Council will advise correspondence with the Clerk to request the item should be 
discussed at a future Parish Council meeting. If the question is considered outside the remit 
of Hale Parish Council, residents will be referred to Halton Borough Council. 
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MEETING AGENDA 

  

 

1. Apologies - To Receive apologies for absence 

 

2. Declarations of Interest - To Receive declarations of Interest 

 

3. Public Participation – To adjourn the meeting for a period of public 

participation 

* Please note that anybody wishing to comment should raise their hand, 

wait to be acknowledged and should address the meeting through the Chair. 

 

4. Minutes –  To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hale Parish 

Council on 21ST November 2022 as a true and accurate record 

5. Asset List – To review and update the current Asset List 

6. Personnel Committee – To set a date for a meeting of the personnel 

committee and to arrange for appraisals for current staff members to take 

place  

7. Budget – To review the current financial commitments of both the Parish 

Council and the Village Hall and to estimate spending for 2023 – 2024. To 

agree a proposed budget for the anticipated spending in 2023 - 2024      

 

 

 



 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

OF HALE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN HALE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2022 AT 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr Cleary, Cllr Brown, Cllr McNamara, Cllr Healey, Cllr King, Cllr 
Anderson, Cllr Spargo, Cllr Williams, Cllr Mitchell 

In attendance: The Clerk and Fifty Four members of public were also present 
 
 

1. Apologies – Apologies were received by the Clerk from Cllr Trevaskis 

2. Declarations of Interest – No declarations of interest were recorded by the Clerk 

3. Public Participation – The Chair allowed the Lord Mayor to address the meeting. 
He said that he was very happy with the attendance at the recent Remembrance 
Service and that it was nice to see those Councillors who attended & laid wreaths. 
He notified residents that the Christmas tree will be installed on the memorial 
green at the beginning of December and that the Annual Christmas parade will 
take place on Sunday the 11th December. The crib will be in its usual position at 
the old Post Office this year where a Christmas Carol Service will take place. 

A local resident asked that in preparation for the new Budget & Precept the Parish 
Council will take the current recession into consideration and be mindful of the 
extra financial pressure on residents when setting the Precept. 

4. Minutes – Cllr McNamara proposed that the Minutes of Hale Parish Council Ordinary 
meeting on 17th October 2022 should be accepted as a true and accurate record. Cllr 
Healey seconded the motion 

The Motion was approved 

5. Payments & Receipts – Cllr Spargo proposed that all payments and receipts for 
the period 7th October 2022 and 15th November 2022 are a true and accurate 
record. This was seconded by Cllr McNamara. 

The Motion was approved 

6. Accounts – Cllr McNamara proposed that the accounts presented for the period 
7th October 2022 and 15th November 2022 are a true and accurate record and Cllr 
Spargo seconded the proposal. 

The Motion was approved 

 

 



7. Planning – The Chair allowed Cllr Spargo to make a representation to the 
meeting in which he made it known that he was fully in favour of improvements 
in technology and in particular the upgrading of the existing broadband system 
within Hale Village. However he made it clear that this was not at any cost and 
that any upgrading would need to both fit in with the aims and aspirations of 
residents and also the considerations of the historic Village values and the 
protected qualities within the area. He made it clear that the original narrative 
from representatives of Factco indicated that the upgraded system would use the 
current infrastructure and would not need additional hardware to achieve the 
improved results. Cllr Spargo finished with a request that Factco re-consider the 
proposed plan and considered alternatives which do not rely upon the installation 
of 10/11mtr high wooden telegraph poles. 

Managing Director of Factco, Lee Murphy addressed the meeting at this point and 
started by apologising for the lack of communication and consultation with 
residents of Hale and with the Parish Council. He agreed that as a company Factco 
should have done better with their interaction and said there were no excuses. He 
acknowledged that paper notices posted on existing lamp posts was not adequate 
and that they need to learn from this whole experience. Mr Murphy went on to say 
that as a community Hale Village should not have been informed that there would 
be no changes to the infrastructure and that there were a number of factors which 
have to be taken into account such as the condition of the existing underground 
ducting. He said that ideally they would prefer to use the existing routing but that 
wooden poles are their preferred alternative in the event of the ducting being 
irreparable. Mr Murphy explained that the existing copper network will be phased 
out in a few years and that any cabling which can be put underground will be put 
under ground. Two current Councillors who have building experience questioned 
Mr Murphy’s rationale regarding the replacement of damaged ducting in favour of 
wooden poles and questioned why duct replacement was not the accepted 
solution. They suggested that the cost implications to the contractor might be a 
contributing factor. Mr Murphy stated that although cost consideration was 
important “In a nutshell if the duct is ok to use we will use it if not the cheapest 
alternative will be a wooden telegraph pole.” A local resident asked whether a 
survey had been undertaken to establish the condition of existing ducting and what 
portion of the existing structure could still be used. Mr Murphy did not have that 
information available but said he would find out and let the Clerk know. It was 
agreed that some areas of Hale Village do struggle with internet access and that a 
more reliable system should be available. It was also noted that many people 
currently work from home but that other options offered by BT are currently 
available even though it may only have an existing short term lifespan. Cllr Cleary 
asked Mr Murphy about the positioning of new wooden poles and the logic behind 
their locations. He went on to suggest that the proposition was not in keeping with 
technology deemed acceptable in the 21st Century. Another resident suggested that 
when he moved to the Village in 1973 over ground installations such as TV ariel’s 
and Satellite dishes were against the law and wondered whether there are any 
remaining restrictions in force currently. 



Mr Murphy concluded by informing the meeting that he would check the current 
status of the work in progress and report back to the Clerk. He said that Planning 
permission had been granted by Halton BC and he listened to a number of 
impassioned requests by different residents asking him to try to find alternatives to 
the installation of wooden poles. He agreed to review matters in due course. 

A proposal to submit an official objection to the planning application Ref 
22/00563/TEL recently submitted by Factco using the additional weeks grace 
afforded to the Clerk by Halton Borough Council planning dept. was made by Cllr 
Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Cleary     

      The Motion was approved 
   

8. Village Forum – It was agreed that a local resident will supply the Clerk with a 
model scope & terms of reference to use for this group. It was noted that this has 
to be a largely informal body which encourages village involvement and 
collaboration with the Parish Council.  

It was agreed that a meeting should be planned for January 9th 2023 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Cleary 

The Motion was approved 
 

9. King’s Coronation – As the Coronation of King Charles III is planned for 
Saturday 6th May 2023 it was agreed that the Village Forum might use this as their 
first discussion topic and put forward any proposals or ideas to help celebrate the 
event on Sunday 7th May or on the bank holiday Monday 8th May as appropriate. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell & Seconded by Cllr Brown 

 
10. St Mary’s Graveyard – It was agreed that a contribution of £700 for the calendar year 

can be paid to St Mary’s Church to assist with funding the upkeep of the Graveyards and 
surrounding church grounds. It is hoped that Halebank Parish Council can match this 
contribution and the Clerk will contact Halebank for their consideration. 

It was agreed that a scope of works be obtained from the Church to establish exactly what 
specific work the joint contribution will fund   

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Brown 

In a named vote Cllrs Mitchell, Cleary, Brown, King, Spargo, Anderson, Healey 
were in favour. Cllrs McNamara and Williams were against the motion 

The Motion was approved 

11. Payroll Contract  – It was resolved to approve the new contract for DM Payroll Services 

Proposed by Cllr Spargo and Seconded by Cllr King 

The Motion was approved 



 
12. Queens Canopy – It was agreed to defer this item for discussion at the Village Form 

when a choice of trees and a possible site for the installation can be agreed upon. 

Proposed by Cllr Spargo and Seconded by Cllr McNamara 

The Motion was approved 

 
13. Benches – Pending a definitive approval from Halton Borough Council it was agreed that 

the four new benches will be installed in the following positions throughout the village. 

i. Church Road outside St Mary’s Church Nr the Lych gates. 

ii. 2 Benches on the kerbside of the Memorial Green 

iii. At the Junction of High Street and Ramsbrook Lane on the grass verge 
adjacent to Arran Close. 

The Lord Mayor volunteered to help with the installation and fixing of the 
benches which will be delivered on Tuesday 22nd November to the Village Hall. 
Cllr McNamara thanked Cllr Wharton for his assistance in having the areas 
chosen by the Council surveyed in preparation for a formal decision.  

 
14. Personnel Committee Terms of Reference – It was resolved to approve the addition to 

the responsibilities of the Personnel Committee Terms of Reference as follows:- 

• To ensure that appraisals are undertaken for all employees at least annually, 
based upon job description 

 
Proposed by Cllr McNamara and seconded by Cllr Spargo 

The Motion was approved 

 
15. Annual Civic Service – It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Rev Harvey to 

propose a date in early October 2023 for the Annual Civic Service. It was agreed that a 
return to its former date at the beginning of October each year is appropriate following the 
change during Covid-19 restrictions. It was agreed that the current format including an 
afternoon service and afternoon tea is fitting. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell and seconded by Cllr Williams 

The Motion was approved 

 
16. Parish Council Meeting Dates 

It was confirmed that the arrangements made in 12th May’s Parish Council meeting are 
applicable as organised. 

 
 
The Chair closed the Meeting at 9.45pm 



Asset 

Description

Date Acquired Purchase Value Current Value Location 

/Responsibility

Estimated Life Usage/Capacity Charges

Fixed Assets and Long Term Investments

Hale Parish Council

7 December 2022 (2022-2023)

Artillery Gun (War Memorial) Unknown  3,750.00  3,750.00 Located on Memorial Green, Tow

Brother Printer 27th August 2019  334.00  334.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Chairmans Badge of Office (Nee 26th February 1975  95.24  5,000.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Chairmans Badge of Office - Ch 18th September 2000  1,215.48  1,215.48 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Christmas Costume December 2020  303.33  303.33 Village Hall loft 10 yrs Once Annually

Christmas/Halloween Decoration 2018 - 2020  1.00  1,000.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street5 Yrs Once Annually

Easter Costume January 2021  157.18  157.18 Village Hall Loft 10 yrs Once per year

Hale Park Fencing & Gates Unknown  1.00  34,781.00 Hale Park, High Street Hale

Hale Village Hall ( held in trust by Hale PC) September 2017  594,958.00  865,280.00 Hale Village Hall,  53 High St

Hale Village Hall Cast Iron Be 27th March 2020  549.00  549.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Hale Village Hall Contents Various  1.00  29,448.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Hale Village Sign - Street Fur 2000  1,000.00  1,500.00 Located on Memorial Green, Tow

Irons & Ironing Boards (2) 13th August 2019  44.98  44.98 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Notice Board - Baileys Lane St Unknown  1.00  1,200.00 Common Land Baileys Lane (R/Ha

Notice Board Village Hall - St January 2018  1,075.00  1,200.00 High Street Hale Village

Papal Document  held at Cheshi 29th June 2007  4,693.00  4,693.00 Cheshire Archive Chester

Sewing Machines (2) 11th September 2019  133.32  133.32 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Steel Lockable Cabinets (2) 30th April 2019  398.00  398.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Stihl Hedge Trimmer & Battery 17/07/2020  636.24  636.24 Hale Village Hall 5 years Monthly

Street Working Signs (2) 2ND September 2019  121.00  121.00 Hale Village Hall, High Street

Village Green (1) - Wellington 21st February 1977  1.00  1.00 TownLane Hale Village

Village Green (2)- Memorial Gr 21st February 1977  1.00  1.00 TownLane Hale Village

Village Green(3) - Parsonage G 21st February 1977  1.00  1.00 Church End, Hale

War Memorial (see Notes) Unknown  1.00  44,411.00 Memorial Green (Town Lane & Hi

Wellington Finger Post - Stree Unknown  1.00  6,509.00 Town Lane, Hale (Opposite Well

 609,472.77  1,002,667.53
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Asset 

Description

Date Acquired Purchase Value Current Value Location 

/Responsibility

Estimated Life Usage/Capacity Charges

Fixed Assets and Long Term Investments

Hale Parish Council

7 December 2022 (2022-2023)

Expenditure

Barn Owl Box 27th May 2021  203.00  203.00 Hale Woods (Park) 10 years

Bowls Mat Storage Boxes 20th September 2021  800.00  800.00 Village Hall (Main) 10 years

Chairs & Tables - Community Area April/June  2021  2,320.00  2,320.00 Community Area Village Hall10 years

Collapsible Staging Modules 23rd August 2022  1,625.90  1,625.90 Village Hall Storage Container10 years

Commemorative Sign (Entrance Hall) 22nd April 2022  184.80  184.80 Village Hall Foyer 50 years

Feather Flags (2) Corporate Parish Council August 2022  410.90  410.90 Village Hall Storage Container5 years

Flagpole 12th April 2022  280.00  280.00 Village Hall Forecourt 35 years

Henry  Vacuum Cleaner (Replacement) 23rd August 2022  149.99  149.99 Village Hall Cleaning Cupboard5 years

Kitchen Water Heater 9th July 2021  473.99  473.99 Village Hall Kitchen 5 years

Red Telephone Box (Defibrilator) 24th June 2021  4,104.00  4,104.00 Village Hall Forecourt 50 years

Steel Storage Container 20ft 3rd September 2021  2,400.00  2,400.00 Rear of Village Hall 20 Years

Stihl Electrical Strimmer 4th April 2022  449.00  449.00 Hale Village Hall 10 Years

 13,401.58  13,401.58

 622,874.35  1,016,069.11Grand Total:
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Hale Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 December 2022 (2022-2023)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Expenditure

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 1 Asset Purchase  2,000.00  1,518.84  481.16  481.16  (24%)

 2 Wellbeing working group  3,000.00  674.51  2,325.49  2,325.49  (77%)

 3 Guildswomen Working Group  150.00  25.00  125.00  125.00  (83%)

 4 War Memorial Working Group  1,286.00  1,286.00  1,286.00  (100%)

 5 Civic Service Working Group  650.00  494.42  155.58  155.58  (23%)

 7 Legal/Consultation Fees  5,000.00  175.00  4,825.00  4,825.00  (96%)

 8 Grants  1,500.00  1,500.00  1,500.00  (100%)

 9 Training  1,000.00  414.00  586.00  586.00  (58%)

 10 Insurance  3,000.00  1,959.44  1,040.56  1,040.56  (34%)

 11 Web Site  750.00  182.79  567.21  567.21  (75%)

 12 Newsletter  500.00  500.00  500.00  (100%)

 13 Audit  1,000.00  701.25  298.75  298.75  (29%)

 14 Subscriptions/Advisory Bodies  1,500.00  1,638.88 -138.88 -138.88  (-9%)

 15 Staffing Including NI  20,000.00  11,275.23  8,724.77  8,724.77  (43%)

 17 Administration  250.00  64.92  185.08  185.08  (74%)

 18 Staff Allowances/Expenses  300.00  143.00  157.00  157.00  (52%)

 19 Payroll & Scribe  750.00  360.00  390.00  390.00  (52%)

 20 Village Hall Support Costs  3,000.00  3,000.00  3,000.00  (100%)

 21 Election Costs  3,500.00  3,105.74  394.26  394.26  (11%)

 22 Hall Hire (Rent)  500.00  396.00  104.00  104.00  (20%)

 35 General  Reserve  6,695.00  2,708.35  3,986.65  3,986.65  (59%)

 39 Environmental  10,000.00  189.71  9,810.29  9,810.29  (98%)

 41 Budget Correction  (N/A)

 66,331.00  26,027.08  40,303.92SUB TOTAL  40,303.92  (60%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 24 Precept  47,500.00  47,500.00 47,500.00  47,500.00  95,000.00  (200%)

 25 Vat Recovered  1,227.89  1,227.89  1,227.89  (N/A)

 40 Budget Adjustment  653.13  653.13  653.13  (N/A)

 49,381.02  47,500.00  47,500.00 49,381.02SUB TOTAL  96,881.02  (203%)

 49,381.02  113,831.00  26,027.08

 49,487.44  27,659.11

 106.42  1,632.03

 87,803.92 49,381.02NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 137,184.94  (120%)
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Hale Village Hall

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 December 2022 (2022-2023)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Expenditure

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 1 Telephone / Internet /website  840.00  310.33  529.67  529.67  (63%)

 2 Water  735.00  340.67  394.33  394.33  (53%)

 6 Rates  320.00  144.00  176.00  176.00  (55%)

 7 Subscriptions  475.00  625.62 -150.62 -150.62  (-31%)

 8 Repairs & Maintenance  3,000.00  2,688.60  311.40  311.40  (10%)

 10 Refunds  450.00 -450.00 -450.00  (N/A)

 11 Electricity  2,000.00  178.02  1,821.98  1,821.98  (91%)

 21 Gas  2,500.00  2,500.00  2,500.00  (100%)

 24 Capital Equipment  732.66 -732.66 -732.66  (N/A)

 26 Salaries  26,000.00  14,897.11  11,102.89  11,102.89  (42%)

 27 Contingency  5,000.00  20.00  4,980.00  4,980.00  (99%)

 40,870.00  20,387.01  20,482.99SUB TOTAL  20,482.99  (50%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 16 Room/Hall Hire  17,000.00  16,078.50 -921.50 -921.50  (-5%)

 17 Hale Parish Council Support  3,000.00  227.65-3,000.00 -227.65 -3,227.65  (-107%)

 16,078.50  227.65 20,000.00 -227.65-3,921.50SUB TOTAL -4,149.15  (-20%)

 16,078.50 20,000.00  40,870.00  20,614.66

 16,296.50  21,784.41

 218.00  1,169.75

 20,255.34-3,921.50NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 16,333.84  (26%)
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